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Uncovering History - WW2 Style 
Intro 
During wartime, even the simplest of things, like correspondence 
with a beautiful woman, can put a man at peace. My letter was 
written from Harry Schlichting to Evelyn Birkby on June 10th, 
1942. In the letter, Harry tries to make himself seem "tough" to 
Evelyn, by meticulously relating the mundane details of one of his 
days at Camp Shelby. He complains, but not directly, and by doing 
this, presents himself as a rough-and-tumble "dogface" to a pretty 
woman he probably doesn't know. I will be analyzing the rhetorical 
merits of Harry's letter in my post, as well as providing some 
historical context for the date this letter was written: June 10th, 
1942. 
Rhetorical Analysis 
This letter, from June 10, 1942, is addressed “to Evelyn,” 
apparently from Harry Schlichting.  Harry begins his letter with 
some exciting news to Evelyn: he is now officially a “dogface.” He 
uses this news to begin the letter with some excitement. Harry’s use 
of multiple exclamation points shows this emotion, and he wants 
Evelyn to feel the same. Harry also makes it a point to tell Evelyn 
that the term “dogface” is not in popular usage in camp Shelby. In 
telling Evelyn this, he fills her in on a small detail of his current life, 
and in the process fills her in on a small detail about his life at 
Camp Shelby. 
Harry goes on to illustrate his morning the day he wrote the letter. 
He uses the term “rolled out” in place of “left” which connotes that 
the group left with some sense of urgency. He details that the group 
left the barracks weighted down with all of their gear, and that they 
then stood in ranks for a half hour doing nothing before beginning a 
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mile long march. This sentence seems to indicate that Harry is not 
exactly complaining, but wants to make it known that his days are 
arduous. This theme goes even further when he recalls that he “just 
about split my cheek open” upon reaching his new quarters. Harry 
apparently wants to emphasize to Evelyn that he faces physical 
hardships at his camp. By mentioning that he hauls around gear, 
marches for miles, and narrowly avoids injury, he presents himself 
as “tough” to Evelyn. 
Harry then takes the opportunity to discuss his experience with 
receiving his paycheck. He says that he and the government “broke 
even,” inferring that he was somehow in debt to the government 
before they paid him for his service. Perhaps he is being 
metaphorical about his service, or perhaps he truly was in debt, it 
is not clear which. However, these speculations matter little 
compared to his comment on the bureaucracy of the situation when 
he talks about the experience. He complains that he had to stand in 
line for half an hour, but he rejoices when he learns that he doesn’t 
owe the government any money, and therefore doesn’t have to deal 
with the bureaucracy any further. His comments continue the 
theme of his days being draining and laborious. 
The final bit of the letter reinforces the idea that Harry wants to 
present himself as “tough” to Evelyn. Harry uses the word 
“tramped” through the field because “walked” wouldn’t evoke as 
aggressive of a movement. He adds, “that was right after a typhoid 
shot, too” to add to the list of things making his day worse. He then 
goes on to say how dirty he and his squad were, creating another 
list “mud, slime clay” to emphasize the severity of their dirtiness. 
Finally, as the rhetorical cherry on top of Harry’s horrible day cake, 
he mentions how being covered in wet slime was actually a good 
thing, because it relieved them from the unbearable heat. He closes 
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his letter with a passing sarcastic reminder of how hard he is 
working: “won’t work too hard.” 
Historical Analysis  
In 1942, Harry Schlichting was a self-identified “dogface” in training 
at the U.S. Army post known as Camp Shelby. Located in southern 
Mississippi, Camp Shelby was named after the famous 
Revolutionary War Hero/Governor of Kentucky, Isaac Shelby. The 
Camp was originally established during World War I in the year 
1917 as a training center for the U.S. Army, shut down after the 
war, and then re-opened in 1940 as World War II was just 
beginning. The Camp served as Harry’s home for the duration of his 
training, and during that time he wrote to a certain Evelyn Birkby, 
of Sidney, Iowa. 
Life at camp Shelby for a new “dogface” was certainly not a cake-
walk. And to clarify, “dogface” is a term used to identify a foot 
soldier serving in the infantry of the United States Army. The term 
originated from the idea that the foot soldiers were basically dogs: 
they lived in “pup-tents” and foxholes, they had dog tags, but most 
of all, they were always being treated like filthy animals. This term 
certainly falls in accordance with Harry’s description of himself and 
his comrades after an exercise. Harry most likely would’ve been 
undergoing basic training in Camp Shelby for around 12 weeks, 
assuming he was in the Army. During this time, Harry would’ve 
lived in one of the 14,000 tents at the camp, as a resident of the 
largest tent city in the world at that time. Along with having to live 
in in tents, the dogfaces would have had to train constantly, in over 
1000 square miles of land allocated for that purpose. Training 
placed an emphasis on weapons and drill training, but also focused 
on interior guard and other garrison subjects, field training, and 
physical training. 
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While the dogfaces’ training regimen was difficult, life at Camp 
Shelby was not all work and no play. The recruits stationed there 
had plenty of opportunities for entertainment. The main source of 
entertainment was the recreational sports leagues. Baseball and 
football were the main attractions, with basketball and boxing also 
being fairly popular. Recruits could try out for their unit’s team, 
and those that made the cut went on to play exhibition games 
against other unit’s teams, and occasionally against local colleges or 
club teams. However, sports were not the only form of 
entertainment, there were also opportunities for recruits to watch 
performances from local and traveling musicians, USO dances, and 
other exhibitions, such as art shows. 
On June 10th, 1942, the day Harry Schlichting wrote this letter, 
World War II on the Eastern Front was in full swing. It was day 276 
of the Siege of Stalingrad, with Soviets holding the line on this 
particular day. In the Pacific theatre, the U.S. was just recovering 
from their successful defense of their naval base on Midway Island, 
from June 4th-7th, known as the Battle of Midway. And on a 
gloomier note, the Czech town of Lidice was decimated, and burned 
down, with all of the men being murdered in retaliation for the 
assassination of high-ranking SS officer Reinhard Heydrich. The 
town was falsely accused of harboring the resistance members 
responsible for the assignation. 
Conclusion 
In his letter, Harry provides Evelyn with, essentially, a recap of his 
day. He highlights points such as having to wake up early, deal 
with bureaucracy, and tramp through mud and slime because he 
wants to demonstrate that his life is not glamorous. He is trying to 
present himself as "tough" to Evelyn Birkby, a woman who he 
presumably does not know. I believe Harry's letter is demonstrative 
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of many other letters during the WW2 era. Many young men would 
have written letters just like this to young women they were trying 
to impress. They were probably not only trying to get their minds off 
of their difficult lives, but secure a life after they returned home. 
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